However, one thing no expat should have to worry about at Christmas is tax. With the move to a residence-
based system in the UK from 6 April 2025, ensuring your UK residence position in accordance with the
Statutory Residence Test, is going to become even more important. So, if you want to stay non-UK
resident over the Christmas break here are a few tips on how to do so:

A working day is any day on which you perform at least three hours of work. This will include emails at the
airport, on the train or just “keeping on top of matters” in a quiet moment with the relatives. It can quickly add
up. Working days can affect the automatic overseas residence test if you work more than 30 days in the UK or
if you're relying on the sufficient ties test, you may have fewer available days in the UK to retain your non-UK
resident status if you work more than 40 days in the UK in any one tax year. Put the phone down! Switch off,
enjoy the break!

If you are returning to your own property that is available to you for at least 90 consecutive days and you
spend at least 30 days of the tax year in it, you may become an automatic UK resident. Furthermore, if you are
relying on the sufficient ties test to stay non-resident, you may have fewer available days in the UK to retain
your non-UK resident status if you spend more than 16 nights with a close relative. |deally, don't spend too
long in one place. Vary where you stay and catch up with more friends and family...

Whilst it is lovely to catch up with everyone from home, it is really important to watch your days in the UK if
you want to remain non-UK resident. As few as 16 days in the UK could deem you UK resident in certain
circumstances. So be sure to know your limit for the year and if you fancy a longer break with family and
friends, have them come to you!



